Induction of CD44 expression in stab wounds of the brain: long term persistence of CD44 expression.
We studied the expression of the hyaluronan receptor protein CD44 in the mouse brain in response to stab injuries. CD44 expression was strongly activated in the area surrounding the injury within 2 days and then persisted for over 2 months. The expression extended in a direct line the depth of the actual wound inflicted. It appears that CD44 may be involved in the wound healing processes following injury to the brain.